Lost Yannina: A Topography of Jewish Memory

Epegvvntikod project ToOMTIGHUK®V GTOVd®V Kot €6voypapikol Kivnuatoypapov

To gpevvnricd npdtlext “Lost Yannina: A Topography of Jewish Memory” ko1 T0 OLOTITAO
VIOKILAVTEP OEPEVLVOVV T GYE0T avapeESa 6TV eumelpia Tov Agvtepov Iaykoouiov IToAépov
KOl TOV YOpo NG mOANG tov loavvivav, 6mmg tov Pimoav ot Myootol 'EAinvec EBpaiot
emlwvteg Tov Olokavtopatoc. H emotnpoviky €vbovn tov €pyov eivon tng Emikovprng
Kabnynrpiag Movceoroyiag tov Ilavemotnuiov loavvivov, k. EcBip Zoloudv, kot m
KWWNUOTOYPAPIK KOl EIKACTIKY, Tov K. Nwoiloov Xpuowkdkn. Ilpdkettor yuoo €pyo mov
EVTAGOETAL OTO EMIOTNHOVIKO TEDI0 TOV TOMTICLUK®Y CTOVI®MV Kol 0ELOTolEl epyaleia TV
LV LOVIK®Y GTTOVdMV, TOV €6VOYPAPIKOD KIVILLATOYPAPOV, TNG TPOPOPIKNG Kot TNG ONUOGLOG
otopiag, KaBdG Kol TNG KOWVWOVIKAG YEWYPAPIOG

To épyo eotidlel otn HKpOioTOPic GUVOEEL TO TPOCHOMIKO ATOUIKO Plopo pe to peydio
1OTOPIKA YEYOVOTA OAAG KOl TN GOYYPOVN EUTEPIO TOL YOPOL LE VTNV TOV AVOPOTOV LLOG
GAANG emoyms. Méow tov Adyov TV em{dVIOV Kol TS PLGIKNG KiVIoNG GTOVG YDPOVE TOV
OVOQEPOVTOL OTIC QPTYNOELS TOVE, TOV OYEOCUO TPOTOTLTIMV YOPTMV Kot TNV aflomoinon
EIKAOTIKAOV OPOUEVAV, T LEPT TNG CVYYPOVTG KobnuepvotnTog TV Inavvivey yivovtal tomot
LV LOVIKO1, ONHIOVPYADVTOG VOEPOUG YAPTEG UIOG TOANG OIKEING KOl GUVALLO AyVOoTNG.

To mpotlext, to omoio Pociletal oe eKTEVN OPYELNKT, YEOYPOUPIKN KOl KOW®MVIKY £pEvval
OTOYEVEL EMONG OTN ONUIOVPYID GYETIKOV YNELOK®OV amofenpieyv TPoPopIKdY LopTLPIDV,
GUYYPOVOV KOl IGTOPIK®YV POTOYpupLdVv Kot footage, kabdg Kot Tokilo aptoypapikd LAKO.

Emoetmqpovikog gopéag épyov: Epyaotnpro Iotopiag tng Téyxvne e Zyxoing Kahaov Teyvdv
tov [Mavemotnuiov loavvivoy

Emoetmqpovikyy vaeoOvovn: EoOnp Zolopmv, Emikovpn Kabnyntpuog Movcsioloyiog
ITavemomuiov loavviveov

Kwnpoatoypdonon/ owtoypagio/ oknvodesio €0voypagukod vroxkipavtép: NikOAog
XPUoIKAKNG, POTOYPAPOG —KIVILLOTOYPAPIOTNG

Mopaymyn vroxypavtép: Epyoaostipo lotopiag g Téxvng tng Xyxoing Koaiov Teyvav tov
IMovemomuiov loavvivov & John Ostfield



Lost Yannina: A Topography of Jewish Memory

A research project and an ethnographic documentary on the spatial dimensions
of Holocaust memory in Yannina, Greece

Although the Jewish community of loannina, Northwest Greece, once constituted one
fifth of the city’s population and until the Second World War it was an important and
fully integrated part of the city’s social, economic and cultural life, today its memory
is faint. The deportation of the loannina Jews in Auschwitz-Birkenau in 1944 and the
economic and political circumstances that followed World War II led to the definite
shrinking of the community, which today numbers less than 30 people.

Nowadays, there are limited possibilities to approach and experience the Jewish
heritage of loannina. Although the synagogue and many of the houses, shops, and other
places of this vibrant historic community still stand, they say very little about their
original makers and users. For the second, third and fourth generation after the
Holocaust as well as for the inhabitants of Ioannina and their increasing number of
visitors, this unique Romaniote, Greek-speaking Jewish community and its people are
mostly silent and unknown.

Therefore, the making of a film about the Holocaust of Romaniote Jews would
effectively reinvigorate local collective memory and disseminate knowledge about this
Jewish community, its culture and its tragic loss. Such a film would also aim at
enhancing intercultural dialogue and mutual social understanding, given the threatening
rising power of anti-Semitic and neonazi ideology in Greece.

The whole project is run by the filmmaker Nikos Chrisikakis and Esther Solomon,
Assistant Professor in Museum Studies at Ioannina University. Prof. Solomon has
extensively published on Jewish museums, heritage, social memory and oral history
and worked with her postgraduate students for the preparation of the museological
study of a permanent exhibition on the history of the loannina Jewish Community
within the local monumental Synagogue.
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Sciences, University of loannina & John Ostfield.



